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(b) detecting means, comprising a non-optical scanner means, 
for detecting a surgical sponge entering the container through the 
opening; 

(c) first display means for displaying the number of sponges 
which have entered the container through the opening since a 
predetermined time; 

(d) determining means for automatically determining the 
approximate dry weight of a sponge entering the container through 
the opening by detecting the indicati ng means on the spqnqe; 

(e) weighing means for weighing the contents of the 
container; 

(f) calculating means for automatically calculating the 
approximate amount of body fluids which has entered the container 
through the opening since a predetermined time; and 

(g) second display means for indicating the approximate 
amount of body fluids contained in all sponges which have entered 
the„container means through the ^ opening since a predetermined time. 



(amended) The apparatus of claTiT'lT^fi^rein : 
the non-optical scanner means can read an indicating means on 
the sponges even when the indicating means is covered with blood or 

other body fluids. _ 

ft. The apoaratus of claim l, further comprising: 
*b disposable bag means for receiving sponges which enter the 
container through t^Ke opening; 
/^~x access means for -allowing access to the disposable bag means 

\J to allow removal of the disposable bag means. 

The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising: 
first alarm means for indicating when a predetermined number 
of sponges is contained in thfe ^container. 

J^* (amended) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 
the apparatus further comprises means for automatically 
determining the type of sponge which enters the container means; 
and 

the first display means includes means for indicating the 
number of each different type of sponge which has entered the 
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container means through the opening since the predetermined time. 




The apparatus of claim l, further comprising: 
a battery f6r powering electronic components in the container; 
a visible battery gauge; 

an alarm means for indicating when the battery power is low; 

and 

an indication of remaining battery life. 

The system 6f claim 1, wherein: 
the second display means indicates, with an accuracy of +/- 
0.1%, the exact amount of body fluids contained in the sponges 
which have entered the container since the predetermined time. 
The apparatus df claim 1, further comprising: 
memory means containing the weight of various sponges to be 
used with the apparatus. 

^K^. A system for facilitating counting of surgical sponges 
and determining the approximate amount of body fluids contained 
therein, comprising: 

(a) a plurality of sponges of varying weights, each sponge 
having a dry weight before being used to absorb fluids and an 
indicating means thereon for indicating the dry weight of the 
sponge, the dry weight of the sponge including the weight of the 
indicating means; 

(b) a device for counting the surgical sponges and 
determining the approximate amount o% body fluids contained 
therein, comprising: 

(bl) a container means for containing the surgical 

sponges, 

(b2) an opening in the container means above a 
receptacle means for receiving the surgical sponges; 

(b3) scanner means for detecting when one of the 
surgical sponges passes through the opening; 

(b4) detecting means for automatically determining the 
dry weight of the surgical sponges which hav$ passed through 
the opening since a predetermined time by detecting the 
indicating means on the sponges; 
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(b5) calculating means for automatically determining the 
approximate amount of body fluid contained in the surgical 
sponges which. have entered the container since a predetermined 
time by subtracting the dry weight of the sponges from the 
weight of the sponges including the body fluids; 

(b6) first, display means for displaying an indication of 
the approximate emount of body fluid contained in the surgical 
sponges which have entered the container since a predetermined 
time; 

(b7) determining means for automatically determining the 
number of surgical sponges which have entered the container 
since a predetermined time; and 

<b8) second display means for displaying the number of 
surgical sponges which, have entered the container since a 
predetermined time, ^ 

The system of claim J^y, wherein: 
' different types of surgical sponges are received by the 




sponge which is received. 

^J^* The system of claim yJ< wherein: 



conta iner , and 

the detecting means is capable of distinguishing between 
multiple types of surgical sponges, «=?ven those sponges of different 
types but similar weights, 

the second display means displays the number of each type of 

the first display means indicates,, with an accuracy of +/- 
0.1%, the exact amount of body fluids contained in the sponges 
which have entered the container since a predetermined time. 
The fi y stem of claim $efr wherein: 
the detecting means comprises a non-optical scanner means. 
tyj^f* Tne system of claim ^3% wherein: 

) the non-optical scanner means can read an indicating means on 
the sponges even when the indicating means is covered with blood or 
other body fluids, — 



Please cancel claims 15-22 without prejudice. 
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